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PEMRA EMPLOYEES MADE HOSTAGE BY 24 NEWS STAFFERS
DURING SO CALLED PEACEFUL PROTEST

24 News staffers today gathered outside PEMRA Headquarters 1n Islamabad to
register their protest on suspension of licence conferred to M/s. Central Media
Network Pvt. Ltd. Lahore. All PEMRA employees were made hostage as none
was allowed to enter or leave the premises. 24 News staffers scuifled with
security guards and police deputed to protect office building and attempted to
enter the premises. During the brawl a security guard pressed trigger of his gun,
inadvertently and bullet hit the floor without hurting anyone. The security guard
had no intention to target any staffer.

PEMRA had 1ssued a license to M/s. Central Media Network (Pvt.) Ltd. for
operating a TV channel in Entertainment category with the name of Value TV.
Since 2015 company had “illegally” changed its name to 24 News telecasting
programming content based on News & Current Affairs. Since 2014-15, several
notices were 1ssued to the company for aforementioned violations; however, it
“persistently 1illegally and unlawfully continued airing news and current affairs
in violation of PEMRA laws”. Ultimate action could not be taken as 1ssue
remained sub-judice on one pretext or the other.

Finally, PEMRA 1ssued a show-cause notice to the channel on May 7, 2020,
directing 1t to “revert back to its approved programming content” and was called
for personal hearing which was convened on June 1, 2020 on the request of the
channel. The channel “failed to adhere to the directions of the authority despite
several notices and opportunities of hearings provided,” therefore licence was
suspended on July 3, 2020 till the time M/s. Central Media Network (Pvt.) Ltd.
Value TV/ 24 News reverts to its original programme mix 1.€. Entertainment and
stop telecasting content based on News & Current Affairs. In case no compliance
15 showed, Authority will revoke the licence conferred to the company under
Section 30 of the Ordinance.

(Muhammad Tahir)
General Manager (Media & PR)
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